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AFSHAHS i* *FSH**ISTAK 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ARTICLE IN JANUARY 24 
INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE BT EOHARD GIRAROET IN 
PARIS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. 

HEADLINES: , 

- RUSSIA SAID TO USE STARVATION AS ISOLATION TACTIC 

- INTERNATIONAL AID ORGANIZATIONS NEGLECT DIRECT 
REUEF TO AFGHANS 

3. THERE ARE NOB ROUGHLT 1.5 HILL ION AFGHAN REFUGEES IN 
PAKISTANI CAHPS, VILLAGES AND TOiNS. AN ADDITIONAL 
300,000 ARE 8ELIE»E0 TO HAVE SOUGHT ASTLUN ALONG THE AFGHAN 
FRONTIER IN IRAN. 
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if THE PRESENT RATE OF THOSE FLEEING «AR, HUN6ER AND 
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REPRESSION IN SQUET-OCCUPIEO AFGHANISTAN CONTINUES. 
INTERNATIONAL RELIEF OFFICIALS EIPECT THE NUNIER OF 
REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN TO TOP 2 MILLION NlTHIN THE NE*T 
FEU MONTHS, GIVING PAKISTAN THE TRAGIC HONOR OF HOSTING 
THE MORLO % S LARGEST SINGLE REFUGEE POPULATION. 

i. APPEALS 8T THE INTERNATIONAL REO CROSS, THE UN HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES AND THE ISLANABAO REGIME HAVE 
GALVANIZED RANT GOVERNMENTS ANO RELIEF ORGANllATIONS INTO 
SEEKING TO ALLEVIATE THIS STILL URGENT, ANO IN PART 
DESPERATE REFUGEE PROBLEM. LAST TEAR, NELL OVER OOLS BO 
HILL ION NORTH OF EHERGENCf FOOD, MEDICINE, CLOTHING ANO 
TENTS MERE NAOE AVAILABLE. 

BUT LITTLE HAS BEEN OONE TO RELIEVE THE PLIGHT OF 

PILLIONS OF HEN, MONEN ANO CHILDREN INSIDE AFGHANISTHE ONSET OF THE 

REGION'S HARSH 

WINTER. 

IN CERTAIN AREAS, NOTABLV THE NORTHEAST AND THE 
PROVINCES BORDERING PAKISTAN, SOVIET ANO AFGHAN GOVERNMENT 
FORCES HAVE RUTHLESSLf BOMBED OR RINEO VILLAGES, 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, FIELDS AND FOOT-PATHS IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO DENT THE INSURGENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES SHELTER AS NELL 
AS THE POSSIBILITT TO GRON FOOO. 

ENFORCED STARVATION 

5. ACCORDING TO FRENCH AND U.S. SOURCES RECENTLT 
RETURNED FROM THE INTERIOR, THE RUSSIANS HAVE EMBARKED 
ON A POLlCr OF ENFORCED STARVATION AS A MAJOR TACTIC 
TO ISOLATE RESISTANCE GROUPS. REPORTS INDICATE, FOR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE J GENEVA 00747 01 OF 02 270SS21 

EXAMPLE, THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE ENCIRCLED THE QUASI- 
AUTONOMOUS, INSURGENT -HELO HAIARAJAT IN CENTRAL AFGHANISTAN 
AND ARE TRTING TO SEAL IT OFF FROM THE OUTSIDE NQRLD. 

-FOOD IS ONE OF THE MAIN PROBLEMS IN AFGHANISTAN, * 
08SERVE0 DR. CLAUOE MALHURET OF MED IX INS SANS FRONT IERE, 
ONE OF THE SEVERAL FRENCH RELIEF GROUPS INVOLVED IN 
BRINGING FOOD AND MEOICAL ASSISTANCE TO IELEAGUEAEO 
REGIONS 'INSIDE AFGHANISTAN.* IN MANT AREAS THERE IS 
NO ONE LEFT TO CULTIVATE THE LAND. THERE IS SEVERE 
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K/^NUTRtTIQN. PEOPLE ARE ONLT BARELT SU'RU'VIHG*. 

DOCTORS ARE FE« OR NON-EXISTENT. THE NEAREST 
HEOICAL CARE FOR HANT AFGHANS, HHETHER ACTIVE CAH8ATANTS 
OR CIVILIANS, REMAINS IN PAKISTAN, OFTEN AN ARDUOUS THREE 
OR FOUR-OAT JOL'RNET IN GOOD HEATHER CONDITIONS BUT VtRTUALl 
IMPOSSIBLE WHEN THE 120-000 MOUNTAIN PASSES ARE BLOCKED 
MlTH SNOW. 

4. BT BOMBING SETTLEMENTS AND DROPPING HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS OF PLASTIC, ANT I -PERSONNEL -lUTTER-FLT MINES* - 
GREEN FOR VEGETATED AREAS, BROUN FOR OESERT TERRAIN AND 
BOTH PRACTICALLT INVISIBLE UNDER THE SNOi - THE RUSSIANS 
ARE CREATING FURTHER 'HAZARD'S IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH 
A 15-HILE-«I0E STRIP OF NO-MAN* S-LANO ALONG THE FRONTIER 
REGIONS OF NURISTAN, KONAR, PAKTTA AND OTHER PROVINCES. 
SOVIET TERROR HAS BEEN PARTI ALLT SUCCESSFUL, AS 
ATTESTEO BT THE OVERFLOWING REFUGEE CAMPS AND THE MAIMED 
VICTIMS IN THE PESHAHAR CLINIC. 

APART FROM THE PARIS-BASED RELIEF GROUPS, HHICH ALSO 
INCLUOE ACTION INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LA FAIN ( AICF ). 
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AFRANC AND HEOECINSOUHONOE, NO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
IN THE iEST HAVE SENT HUMANITARIAN AIO DIRECTLY TO 
AFGHANISTANVS INHABITANTS, DESPITE REPORTS OF CONDITIONS 
FAR MORE DISASTROUS THAN ANONS THE REFUSEES IN PAKISTAN. 

DURING THE LAST SII HONTHS, THE FRENCH HAVE 
ORGANIZED A NUMBER OF OVERLANO CARAIANS LOAOEO ilTH FOOD, 
CLOTHING ANO MEDICATION INTO THE INTERIOR. IN ADDITION, 
SEVERAL HEOICAL MISSIONS HAVE BEEN SENT IN ilTH VOLUNTEER 
DOCTORS TREATING ANYTHING FROM «AR INJURIES TO CHILD 
ILLNESSES, ,' 

VIETNAM SYNDROME 

7. OBSERVERS POINT TO THE DIPLORATIC ANO PHYSICAL 
CONrENlENCE OF FURNISHING HUHANITARIAN RELIEF TO PAKISTANI 
REFUGEE CAMPS UNOER THE AUSPICES OF THE UN HIGH COMMISSION* 
AND THE REO CROSS AS BEING ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL REASONS 
BEHINO THE WEST'S UNilLLlNGNESS TO AIO THE AFGHANS 
DIRECTLY. ORGANIZING RELIEF EIPEDtTIONS INTO AFGHANISTAN, 
SOME REFUGEE OFFICIALS FEEL, iOULD ONLY EIPOSE THEN TO 
CONHUNIST CHARGES OF -IHPERALIST INTERFERENCE. " 
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THE AFGHAN AUTHORITIES HA»E SO FAR STEAOFASTLY REFUSEO. .;. 
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TO GRANT THE INTERNATIONAL REO CROSS, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
AND OTHER HUMANITARIAN ORGANIZATIONS ENTRY INTO THE COUNTRT 
TO INSPECT CONDITIONS. 

8. ALTHOUGH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND NUMEROUS U.S. RELIEF 
AGENCIES CONTRIBUTED TO ROUGHLf HALF THE AFGHAN REFUGEE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN PAKISTAN LAST TEAR, THE SO-CALLED 
VIETNAM SYNDROME STILL APPEARS TO NEIGH ON U.S. CONSCIENCES 

* AS MANT AMERICANS SEE IT,* A U.S. OIPLOMAT IN GENEVA 
NOTED RECENTLY, "THE DEFINITION OF 'HUMANITARIAN AID* IS 
JUST TOO ELASTIC ANO TMET DON'T iANT TO FIND THEMSELVES 
INVOLVED IN ANOTHER CONFLICT HALF MAT ACROSS THE NORlD.* 

9. VARIOUS EUROPEAN ANO U.S. OBSERVERS HAVE CRITICIZEO 
THE ATTITUDE OF THE NEST AS HTOCRITICAL. FRENCH RELIEF 
GROUPS HAVE STRESSED THE NEED FOR MULTINATIONAL ASSISTANCE 
TO THE AFGHANS. FUNDS IN PARTICULAR ARE SERIOUSLY LACKING. 

-I MOULO CHARACTERIZE THE SITUATION INSIOE 
AFGHANISTAN AS DESPERATE,* A FRENCH SPOKESMAN SAIO. *IF 
THE AMERICANS OR OTHERS ARE NOT IN THE POSITION TO ORGANIZE 
DIRECT RELIEF THEMSELVES, THEN NE MOULD BE MORE HILLING 
TO COORDINATE OUR ACTIVITIES NITH THEM.* 

ENO TEXT. HELMAN 
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